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School: Park Meadows Elementary
Address: 50 Meadowlark Blvd. North, Lethbridge, AB__T1H 4J4
Administrator(s): Janice Sheets (Principal), Darryl Christiansen (Assistant Principal)

2009-2010 School Profile

Enrolment Staff FTE
Kindergarten 34 Support 9.38
Grades 1-5 179 Teaching 13
Grades 6-8
Grades 9-12
Total 22.38
Total 213

SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY
Our school motto is many minds, many hearts, one purpose. We are committed to creating the best environment for
students to develop academically, emotionally and socially. Our staff believes that students learn best when:
- lessons are fun, engaging and relevant to the students
- the learning environment is safe, positive, encouraging and understands that mistakes are a part of the journey
- students are given descriptive and meaningful feedback
- goals are set and discussed prior to the learning
- students are given opportunities to show their learning in many different ways
- teachers have developed relationships with students that foster trust and risk-taking
(Park Meadows Professional Development Day, October 2009)

SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROFILE

Park Meadows School provides education for students from Kindergarten to grade five. We serve the community of Park
Meadows as well as the new subdivision in the east part of Uplands. There are no students who utilize bussing. The
BLAST Program provides out-of-school supervision (before school, after school, and lunchtime). We have noticed an
increase in the number of families in need of support. One of the issues facing this group is irregular attendance. Our ESL
population has increased in the last two years as well.
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PROGRAMS AND ORGANIZATION

Park Meadows School offers a well-rounded education to students. This includes

Special education program that is as inclusive an environment as possible

French as a Second Language is offered in grades four and five

We also receive a one-half day weekly visit by psychologist to assist in programming and consultative team meetings
1.5 days per week visit by counselor to assist in addressing student social/emotional needs

Fine arts programs which includes choir and hand bell clubs at lunch and several quality professional presentations
sponsored by School Council

Flexible gifted and talented programming within the classroom

Integration of technology outcomes through scheduled weekly computer times and the expertise of a 17.5 hour/week
technology assistant

English as a Second Language offered to students in need (increased ESL population over last 2 years); specialized
intake process for new ESL students and their families including support from our ESL District Coordinator

An Early Literacy Program (ELI) is offered to students in grades one and two

Speech and Language support in Division |

Services of an First Nations Métis Inuit (FNMI) liaison person offering support for students and their families as well as
a classroom program for all students

Daily physical education for all students

Regular co-curricular activities such as sports, fine arts and clubs that run at noon and after school

Making Connections coordinator provides services for families with needs that require services outside the school
community (clothing exchange, communication with outside agencies, homework club and parenting classes, self
esteem for girls and classroom lessons such as diabetes awareness)

Bridging the GAP Healthy Living Initiative in partnership with Galbraith and Agnes Davidson schools to educate
students in healthy eating choices and active lifestyle development

Character Education i Be a H.E.R.O. T incorporating themes throughout the year in classroom and school wide
activities to develop positive citizenship and character traits with our students

Monthly Parker Pride assemblies to recognize every student in a positive way throughout the school year

Wide variety of field trip experiences and guest speakers to support curriculum

AOne School, One BookoO project to shar e a awaotieedfferentiatede |

instruction effectively
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Differentiated Instruction and Assessment For Learning in 215 Century Classrooms

LSD Outcome (Effective Assessment Practices): Students AE Goal (Effective Assessment Practices): Excellence in
demonstrate high standards in learner outcomes. Student Learning Outcomes

Park Meadows Goal

To deeply understand the value of Assessment for Learning
(AFL). Using AFL, teachers will understand where our students
are in their learning and use that information to design
meaningful lessons around student needs, interests and
curriculum objectives.

Indicators (Effective Assessment Practices): What are the current areas targeted for growth?
Staff demonstrates an understanding of both theory and practical applicationsofassessment 6of 6,
learning
Development of common assessment strategies across the curriculum
Linking effective assessment practices and instructional strategies to meet the individual needs of students
Development and utilization of assessment kits for mathematics
Using Backwards Design, these are the key understandings and essential questions.
Understandings:
e AFL guides instruction
¢ Diagnostic assessments show student readiness
e Teachers need to use and understand common assessment vocabulary
e Summative assessment does not improve student learning
Essential Questions:
e What is the difference between assessment Aof o and Aforo
e How do we decide when to use each?
¢ How do we utilize AFL with diverse groups of learners?
How do you use the information from AFL to guide instruction / learning?

Measures (Effective Assessment Practices): What tools will you use to determine where students are now and whether or not
they are improving? (i.e., PAT/DIP Results, District Satisfaction Survey Results, Provincial Accountability Pillar Results , and
Educational Technology Survey Results)
Provincial Achievement Results
Use of Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) to measure student growth and formulate effective teaching
strategies
Various district and school surveys (staff will address the essential questions above in order to assess their own
learning and development and to set the direction for year two)
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AISI Strategies (Effective Assessment Practices): What activities will you engage in to achieve the outcome set for your school?
What Professional Learning will support your growth?

New Strategies:
Whole staff study of #fAMaking Assessment Worko by Anne Da
Utilization of the |earnalberta.ca website planning guides to build formative assessment tools in math and develop activities
for improving student understanding and enrichment for students
Utilize assessment data at grade level teams when grouping and programming
To begin to i mplement methods from AFirst Steps in Mathe

Carry-Forward Strategies:
Continue to utilize student-friendly math outcomes
Continue to utilize levelled reading and balanced literacy strategies

Year One Activities (2009/2010): Focus of Professional Learning:

See New Strategies above To deeply understand the value of Assessment for Learning
and to implement strategies to fulfill that philosophy

Year Two Activities (2010/2011): Focus of Professional Learning:

To be determined in spring 2010 with staff input

Year Three Activities (2011/2012): Focus of Professional Learning:

To be determined in spring 2011 with staff input
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Differentiated Instruction and Assessment For Learning in 215 Century Classrooms

LSD Outcome (Differentiated Instruction): The education AE Goal (Differentiated Instruction): High Quality Learning
system meets needs of all K-12 students.. Opportunities For All

Park Meadows Goal

To utilize Differentiated Instruction (DI) to meet the needs of all
students by offering authentic, real world situations in which they
will think critically to solve problems.

Indicators (21°" Century Classrooms): What are the current areas targeted for growth?
Staff will demonstrate an understanding of the basic principles of DI
Use diagnostic assessment in math and language arts in order to develop lessons that differentiate for individual
student needs
Using Backwards Design, these are the key understandings and essential questions.
Understandings:
Students differ in their readiness, learning styles and interests
Students learn more effectively when the task is authentic and meaningful
Students are more engaged and capable when the instruction is at their level
Essential Questions:
Why should we use DI?
What does effective DI look like in a classroom?
How can we assess students fairly and effectively within differentiated programming?
How do you effectively differentiate while managing classrooms with increasing numbers of challenging behaviours?

Measures (21° Century Classrooms): What tools will you use to determine where students are now and whether or not they are
improving? (i.e., PAT/DIP Results, District Satisfaction Survey Results, Provincial Accountability Pillar Results, and Educational
Technology Survey Results)

Provincial Achievement Results

Various district and school surveys (staff will address the essential questions above in order to assess their own

learning and development and to set the direction for year two)
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AISI Strategies (21 Century Classrooms): What activities will you engage in to achieve the outcome set for your school? What
Professional Learning will support your growth?

New Strategies:
AMaking Assessment Worko by Anne Davies
Learnalberta.ca website planning guides
Development of meaningful project-based learning across curriculum
School-wi de projects such as AOne Book, One School 0o
Regular PD at staff meetings (work bee / show and share)

Carry-Forward Strategies:
Continue to use balanced literacy framework
Continue to use Gar dn e to@eveldp Mudént awardness df their stlerigthsgaredrtocdéferantiate
learning experiences

Year One Activities (2009/2010): Focus of Professional Learning:

See New Strategies above To utilize Differentiated Instruction (DI) to meet the needs of all
students by offering authentic, real world situations in which they
will think critically to solve problems.

Year Two Activities (2010/2011): Focus of Professional Learning:
To be determined in spring 2010 with staff input
Year Three Activities (2011/2012): Focus of Professional Learning:

To be determined in spring 2011 with staff input
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Differentiated Instruction and Assessment For Learning in 21° Century Classrooms

LSD Outcome (21°' Century Classrooms): The education
system at all levels demonstrates leadership and continuous
improvement.

Park Meadows Goal

To increase the use of technology within our classrooms in order
to differentiate instruction.

AE Goal (21° Century Classrooms): Highly Responsive and
Responsible Jurisdiction

Indicators (21°" Century Classrooms): What are the current areas targeted for growth?

More effective use of Smartboards and related software

Utilize more effective, age-appropriate internet searching strategies
Using technology effectively in order to meet curriculum outcomes and engage learners

Measures (21% Century Classrooms): What tools will you use to determine where students are now and whether or not they are
improving? (i.e., PAT/DIP Results, District Satisfaction Survey Results, Provincial Accountability Pillar Results, and Educational

Technology Survey Results)
Educational Technology Survey Results

AISI Strategies (21°' Century Classrooms): What activities will you engage in to achieve the outcome set for your school? What

Professional Learning will support your growth?

New Strategies:

Staff will identify areas of need to be addressed on AlSI Fridays, at staff meetings or Lunch and Learn sessions
Develop expertise in a variety of software such as Boardmaker, Story Book Weaver and increase utilization of on-line

resources such as United Streaming

Carry-Forward Strategies:

Teachers attending workshops and using site-based team time to develop lessons and strategies using technology

Year One Activities (2009/2010):
See New Strategies above

Focus of Professional Learning:
To increase the use of technology within our classrooms in order
to differentiate instruction

Year Two Activities (2010/2011):
To be determined in spring 2010 with staff input

Focus of Professional Learning:

Year Three Activities (2011/2012):
To be determined in spring 2011 with staff input

Focus of Professional Learning:
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Healthy Living Goal

School Outcome: Our school will promote a healthy lifestyle for | Board Priority: Promote a healthy lifestyle for staff and students.
staff and students.

Indicators: What are the current areas targeted for growth?
Students will develop awareness of a healthy lifestyle based on active living and healthy eating choices.

Measures: What tools will you use to determine where students are now and whether or not they are improving? (i.e., PAT/DIP
Results, District Satisfaction Survey Results, Provincial Accountability Pillar Results, and Educational Technology Survey Results)
Pre / Post surveys that determine student attitudes towards healthy living objectives such as proper eating and activity
choices. Students will participate in the Bridging the GAP Healthy Living Initiative that consists of 16 lessons throughout
the school year.

Strategies: What activities will you engage in to achieve the outcome set for your school? What Professional Learning will support
your growth?

New Strategies: Bridging the GAP Healthy Living Initiative, parent involvement in the initiative, Skip-a-thon
Carry-Forward Strategies: Not using candy as a reward for students, effective daily physical education, co-curricular

activities after school and at noon such as soccer, skating, basketball, dance, etc., school wide activities such as a Skip-a-
thon fundraiser to promote fitness and activity.

Year One Activities (2009/2010): Focus of Professional Learning:
See New Strategies above Our school will promote a healthy lifestyle for staff and students.
Year Two Activities (2010/2011): Focus of Professional Learning:

It will be up to staff and parent committees to set the direction for
future years as it is a one year funded project.

Year Three Activities (2011/2012): Focus of Professional Learning:
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Building bridges to a high

2009- 2012 SCHOOL EDUCATION PLAN level of student SUCCess

and 2008/2009 RESULTS REPORT

Highlights of Accountability Pillar and District Satisfaction Survey Results

Accountability Pillar Overall Summary Annual Education Results Reports - Oct 2009 (see appendix)

Areas of Success:

e Above the provincial average in students meeting acceptable standards of achievements on Provincial
Achievement Tests

e Parents, students and staff reporting satisfaction with the continuous improvement of Park Meadows School and
the district

e Teachers and parents agree that students are taught attitudes and behaviours at Park Meadows that will make
them successful when they finish their schooling

¢ Nearly 90% of teachers, parents and students are in agreement that students are safe at school, are learning the
importance of caring for others, are learning respect for others and are treated fairly in school.

Areas to be Addressed and Strategies for Improvement:

e Continue to develop more effective communication strategies with staff beyond weekly updates, email, daily
classroom visits, written feedback on informal teacher observations. Dialogue with staff regarding what is working
and what is not.

e Through AI SI, expand the use of assessment Aforo and Aaso
Classroom Assessment Worko and by dialoguing practical st
resolve areas that need attention.

e To develop effective programming for ESL students by utilizing the expertise of our district ESL coordinator to build
capacity within our staff for developing and implementing plans for these students.

e Increase awareness within the school community of the benefits of our Making Connections program and our FNMI
liaison through direct communication with staff and parents with the hope that these programs can provide the
necessary support to help increase attendance for at-risks students.
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Building bridges to a high
] 2009- 2012 SCHOOL EDUCATION PLAN level of student success
Lethbridge School District No. 51 and 2008/2009 RESU LTS REPORT

Instructional Time in Minutes (Please identify the start and end times of instructional periods only). Monday to Thursday

ECS Grade One to Grade 5
Start Time End Time Total Minutes Start Time End Time Total Minutes
Block One (AM) 8:20 11:28 188 8:20 10:00 100
Block Two (PM) 12:28 3:36 188 10:15 12:00 105
Block Three 1:00 2:00 60
Block Four 2:10 3:25 75
Block Five
Block Six
Block Seven
Block Eight
188 340
TOTAL MINUTES AM and PM programs / week 752 Week 1360
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Building bridges to a high
el 2009- 2012 SCHOOL EDUCATION PLAN level of student success
Lethbridge Schoot Disict No. 51 and 2008/2009 RESULTS REPORT

Instructional Time in Minutes (Please identify the start and end times of instructional periods only). Fridays

ECS Grade One to Grade 5

Start Time End Time Total Minutes Start Time End Time Total Minutes

Block One 8:20 10:00 100

Block Two 10:15 12:00 105

Block Three

Block Four

Block Five

Block Six

Block Seven

Block Eight

TOTAL MINUTES 205

Park Meadows 2009-10 13



Building bridges to a high

2009- 2012 SCHOOL EDUCATION PLAN level of student success

and 2008/2009 RESULTS REPORT

Lethbridge School District No. 51

Report Card Dates: November 20, March 19, June 29

School Council Dates: Sept. 22, Oct. 20, Nov. 17, Jan. 19, Feb. 23, Mar. 16, April 20, May 18
Christmas Concert Dates: Dec 8 (Gr. 4-5), Dec. 9 (Gr. 2-3), Dec. 10 (K-1)

GRADES 1-5

152 X 1340 = 151680

# of Full instructional Days # of minutes per day Subtotal # minutes

Mon-Thurs

Friday

25 X 1205 = | 5125

# of instructional Days # of minutes per day Subtotal # minutes

Monday i Thursday Mornings

1 X | 205 = 1205

# of Partial instructional Days # of minutes per day Subtotal # minutes

Monday i Thursday Afternoons

178 57010
TOTAL instructional Days * TOTAL # minutes **
* Minimum 178 days ** Minimum 28, 500 minutes Kindergarten
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Park Meadows 2009-10

KINDERGARTEN

Monday i Thursday Mornings

147 X

188

27 636

# of instructional days for AM
and PM program

# of minutes per day for AM and PM
program

Subtotal # minutes for
AM and PM program

Monday i Thursday Afternoons

15 hours

X

60

900

# of discretionary hours for AM
and PM program

# of minutes

Subtotal # minutes

15
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Lethbridge School District No. 51

2009- 2012 SCHOOL EDUCATION PLAN

and 2008/2009 RESULTS REPORT

Student Achievement
Indicator: Provincial Achievement Test Results Grade 3

Building bridges to a high
level of student success

2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010
N % N % N % N % N % 571 Year Target
Students Students Students Students Students Average
Achieving Achieving Achieving Achieving Achieving
Grade 3 L.A. 36 51 38 46 32
Acceptable Standard 27 75.0 45 88.2 38 100.0 45 97.8 31 96.9 91.6 100%
Standard of Excellence 0 0.0 10 19.6 9 23.7 10 21.7 6 18.8 16.8 25%
Average Mark 65.0% 71.2% 75.1% 72.8% 69.3% 70.7%
Grade 3 Math 35 51 38 46 32
Acceptable Standard 24 68.6 46 90.2 36 94.7 42 91.3 31 96.9 88.3 100%
Standard of Excellence 10 28.6 15 314 10 26.3 14 304 12 37.5 30.8 35%
Average Mark 71.7% 76.1% 76.3% 73.0% 76.7% 74.8%

Highlights of PAT Results

Areas of Success

¢ High levels of improvement in students reaching acceptable standards in math over the last five years.
High levels of improvement in students reaching acceptable standards in language arts over the last five years.

[ ]
¢ Maintaining a consistent level of students achieving standards of excellence in math over the last four years.
¢ All students scoring satisfactory or above in all categories of the written portion of language arts for 2008-09.
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Our AISI project is focused on mathematics and using diagnostic assessment to provide more effective instruction
for our students. The core of our teachers have embraced the philosophy and practice of the new math curriculums
and are striving for deeper understanding, not just skill and drill type of activities and lessons. We feel this shift in
instruction and assessment will benefit all students in their mathematical development.

Areas to be Addressed

e To continue to develop and utilize strategies that will assess student learning effectively and ultimately help guide
instruction for the teacher.

¢ Continued use of manipulatives and hands-on activities to deepen understanding across the math curriculum.
Student strength on the reading portion of language arts continues in understanding main ideas; results in
synthesizing ideas and drawing conclusions are not as strong.

e Continue to strive to increase the number of students achieving standard of excellence in both language arts and
mathematics through our AISI initiatives.
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